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c This,' says Warburton, c is very fine. Had she been
innocent nothing but the murder itself, and not any of its
aggravating circumstances, would naturally have affected
her. As it was, her business was to appear highly dis-
ordered at the news. Therefore, like one who has her
thoughts about her, she seeks for an aggravating circum-
stance that might be supposed most to affect her personally,
not considering that by placing it there she discovered
rather a concern for herself than for the king. On the
contrary, her husband, who had repented the act, and was
now labouring under the horrors of a recent murder, in
his exclamation gives all the marks of sorrow for the fact
itself.'

The introduction of Lady Macbeth in this scene must
depend entirely upon the credit which the actress has with
the audience. Coarse hypocrisy excites derision. Garrick
would not trust Mrs. Pritchard with either the astonish-
ment or the seeming swoon. Macklin thought Mrs.
Porter alone could have been endured by the audience. I
feel equally confident with regard to Mrs. Siddons. There
Lady Macbeth ought most assuredly to be. She is the last
of human beings to have absented herself on such an occa-
sion as a night alarm, because her absence could not fairly
be accounted for in the first place; and, in the second, she
had fully prepared her mind to act what she thought the
occasion demanded. The upper gallery should never be
the guide where a manager is himself worthy of Shake-
speare. What he shows may always be shown ; the tem-
peraments of person and manner are all that the manager
is to take care of. Listen in the Fool certainly could not
be trusted by the side of King Lear, but Farren might.
The dryness of the one actor would add to the effect of
Lear's madness ; the irresistible countenance of the other
would confound all sensibility in immoderate laughter.

By the second scene of the third act, we find that the
possession of his object had rendered Macbeth moody and
solitary. Their attention while apart seems to have been
directed to the same object; for his Queen, on her
entrance, immediately inquires whether Banquo be gone
from court? She is ready to suggest the murder of that